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gratis, and sold the rest to the public much under prime cost. Frugal in
all things as regarded himself, he was enabled by his good economy to
make many useful foundations for promoting virtue and religion, and to
relieve the distressed by incredible general alms-deeds and public bene-
factions, exclusively of the large daily demands which particular charities
made upon him. He was a great encourager of learning and learned
men; and to him the schools are indebted for the most accurate edition
of the works of St Thomas Aquinas, which appeared in 1570. He wrote
to Queen Mary Stuart, in 1570, to comfort her during her long imprison-
ment suffered for religion.

Selimus II, Emperor of the Turks, pursuing the ambitious and
boundless designs of his father Solyman, proposed nothing less to himself
than to overrun all Christendom with his arms, and to add all the western
kingdoms to his empire. Alarmed at the danger which threatened all
Christendom, St Pius entered into a league with Philip II, King of Spain,
and the Venetians in order to check the progress of the Mahometans;
the other Christian princes excusing themselves from acceding to it on
account of domestic broils. This alliance was ratified in May 1571; and
to avoid occasions of dissension among the princes that were engaged,
the pope was declared chief of the league and expedition, who appointed
Mark Antony Colonna general of his galleys and Don John of Austria
generalissimo of all the forces. The army consisted of twenty thousand
good soldiers, besides seamen; and the fleet of one hundred and one
great galleys, some tall ships, and a considerable number of galliots and
small vessels. The pope, together with his apostolic benediction, sent to
the general a prediction of certain victory, with an order to disband all
soldiers who seemed to go only for the sake of plunder, and all scandalous
and riotous persons, whose crimes might draw down the divine indignation
upon their arms.

The Christians sailed directly from Corfu, and found the Turkish fleet
at anchor in the harbour of Lepanto. As soon as the Turks saw the
Christian fleet so near they reinforced their troops from the land, and
sailed out in order of battle. Don John kept the centre, and had for
seconds Colonna and the Venetian general, Venieri; Andrew Doria com-
manded the right wing and Austin Barbarigo the left. Peter Justiniani,
who commanded the galleys of Malta, and Paul Jourdain were posted at
the extremities of the line. The Marquess of Sainte Croix had a body
of reserve of sixty vessels ready to sustain or relieve any part in danger
of being overpowered. John of Cordova, with a squadron of eight vessels,
scoured before, to spy and give intelligence,; and six Venetian galeasses
formed an avant-guard to the fleet. A little after sunrise the Turkish
fleet, consisting of three hundred and thirty sail of all sorts, appeared in
sight, almost in the same order of battle, only, according to their custom,
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